The following is an example from the CCRSA: 
Subjects
The CCRSA was administered to 75 male and 19 female PWAs. Seventy were Caucasian, 12 were African American, 9 were Hispanic, and 3 were Asian. Eighty-nine PWAs were right handed prior to their stroke, and five were left handed. Participant's severity of aphasia was determined by WAB-AQ scores which ranged from 10.9 to 94.9 with a mean of 56.8 (SD=23.48). Seventy-two PWAs presented with non-fluent aphasia and 22 with fluent aphasia. Mean age at time of administration was 57.9 years (SD=10.9; range=23.8 to 75.3). The average time post-onset to date of administration was 40 months (SD=48.6; range=2.3 to 190.4). Mean education level was 16.1 years (SD=3.37; range=10 to 23 years).
Administration
Participants completed the CCRSA as part of a research protocol or as participants in community aphasia groups. All subjects completed the CCRSA within one week of WAB-AQ testing. Questions were read aloud by a speech-language pathologist at the same time as the PWAs were able to see the questions and the rating scale in front of them.
Results
The mean score of the 94 administrations was 64.5/100 (SD=17.48; range=21-99). The interquartile range was 55 to 77.9. PWAs in the 1 st quartile had a mean WAB AQ of 44.63 (SD=21.92) versus a mean WAB AQ of 65.31 (SD=25.8) for PWAs in the 4 th quartile. Therefore, severity of aphasia may impact a person's communication confidence. Because the CCRSA uses an ordinal rating scale, Rasch analysis is underway to provide additional information about person-item difficulty and fit (Rasch, 1960; Linacre, 2008; Wright & Masters, 1982) .
Discussion and Conclusions
Communication confidence is not typically assessed in formal aphasia evaluations and may be an important construct to explore. Preliminary results from statistical analysis of the CCRSA suggest that it is a potentially useful tool to evaluate communication confidence in persons with aphasia. Data collected from 94 administrations indicate severity of aphasia may impact perceived communication confidence. Generally, persons with more severe aphasia, as indicated by lower WAB-AQ scores, demonstrated lower communication confidence ratings. However, some individuals with relatively mild aphasia also demonstrated decreased confidence in communicating. The CCRSA may be one way to identify communication situations that are challenging to the PWA which then be addressed in a therapeutic setting.
Research Implications
Communication confidence is an important construct to assess. Severity of aphasia may impact a person's confidence in communicating in different situations; however, there may be other factors that impact communication confidence, and this requires further exploration. Although Rasch analysis provides information about person-item difficulty and fit, future evaluation of the psychometric properties of the CCRSA should focus on internal and external validity and interand intra-rater reliability.
